
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have a God-

centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and systematic 

instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are 

invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian 

life. 

 

Pastor Patrick J. Griffiths............................................................Easter Sunday, March 31, 2013 

“He is Not Here, for He is Risen” 
Matthew 28:1-10 

 

“Come and Dine” – The Long Journey Home – Lent/Easter 2013 
Theme: God wins!   
 
God wins!  The resurrection of Jesus the Christ from the dead is the finishing element to the greatest 
Story ever told.  His incarnation and crucifixion are the other two elements.  Today we are here to 
celebrate this pivotal moment in the provision of God for the redemption of man by grace alone 
through faith alone in Christ alone. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. The gospel prologue – “That deceiver said, ‘After three days I am to rise again’” (Matt. 27:63 
[See also Luke 24:13-27]) 

 
What I find interesting in this context is this, “Some where afraid it was true and others where afraid it 
wasn’t true.” Although we find their unbelief incredulous, it is perhaps no different than the darkness 
of our own souls.  This is the context in which we find ourselves. Whether we like it or not this is where 
every one of us began in our journey toward God.  This is what pushed us away and this is what 
created our separation. 
 

II. The gospel – “He is Risen; He is not here! (Matt. 28:6)” 
 
The power of this verse is staggering.  Everything He said would happen has happened.  God keeps 
His word. The death and dying of the previous day are beaten back and swallowed up by the majesty 
and mystery of this moment.  The pieces of this moment are significant in themselves, but when laid 
against the larger Story of redemption, reconciliation and adoption, the force is knee bending and mind 
blowing.  This is where the body quivers and the mind lies in ecstatic ecstasy.  There is a shaking taking 
place, “He is not here, for He is Risen!” 
 

III. The gospel epilogue – “Go and Tell (Matt. 28:7)” 
 
Friend, are you weary and heavy laden (Matt. 11:28)?  Do you find yourself groping in the darkness 
and confusion of the moment?  Do you feel socially ostracized?  Is the entire world shrouded in the 
white noise of anxious moments?  Is every taste one of metallic bland?  Is the residue of leftover 
relationships more bitter than sweet?  Is the hole in which you exist crumbling and you find no 
foothold or hand grab through which you might pull yourself up and out?  Listen carefully to the 
angelic words, “Come and See.”  Come . . . and . . . See. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
Every necessary provision has been made by God.  Are you willing right now to let your own work go 
and receive His work in your behalf?  You cannot cling to who you are and what you’ve done.  You 
must let all of it go and embrace Him. 


